
Thomas Hobbes

An excerpt from Leviathan (1649)

The State of Nature

! Hereby it is manifest that during the time men live without a common power to keep 

them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war as is of every 

man against every man ... In such condition there is no place for industry, because the fruit 

thereof is uncertain: and consequently no culture of the earth; no navigation, nor use of the 

commodities that may be imported by sea; no commodious building; no instruments of 

moving and removing such things as require much force; no knowledge of the face of the 

earth; no account of time; no arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, continual 

fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and 

short…

The Social Contract

! The only way to erect such a common power, as may be able to defend them from 

the invasion of foreigners, and the injuries of one another, and thereby to secure them in 

such sort as that by their own industry and by the fruits of the earth they may nourish 

themselves and live contentedly, is to confer all their power and strength upon one man, or 

upon one assembly of men, that may reduce all their wills, by plurality of voices, unto one 

will... and therein to submit their wills, every one to his will, and their judgements to his 

judgement.



John Locke

An excerpt from Second Treatise on Government (1689)

The State of Nature and Natural Rights

! To understand political power aright, we must consider what state all men are naturally 

in, and that is, a state of perfect freedom to order their actions and dispose of their 

possessions and persons, as they think fit, within the bounds of the law of nature; without 

asking leave, or depending upon the will of any other man. . . .

! The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges every one: and 

reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind, that being all equal and independent, no one 

ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions: for men [are] all the 

workmanship of one omnipotent and infinitely wise Maker; all the servants of one sovereign 

master, sent into the world by his order, and about his business. . . .

The Social Contract

! Where-ever therefore any number of men are so united into one society, as to quit 

every one his executive power of the law of nature, and to resign it to the public, there and 

there only is a political, or civil society.

! And this is done, where-ever any number of men, in the state of nature, enter into 

society to make one people, one body politic, under one supreme government; or else when 

any one joins himself to, and incorporates with any government already made: for hereby he 

authorizes the society, or which is all one, the legislative thereof, to make laws for him, as 

the public good of the society shall require; to the execution whereof, his own assistance (as 

to his own decrees) is due. 

! But though men, when they enter into society, give up the equality, liberty, and 

executive power they had in the state of nature, into the hands of the society, to be so far 

disposed of by the legislative, as the good of the society shall require; yet it being only with 

an intention in every one the better to preserve himself, his liberty and property …


